Who was Ulf Thoresen?
Ulf Thoresen was born in Larvik, Norway, on 12 February 1946 and died 11 July 1992. In those 46 years, he accomplished virtually everything a trotting jockey can possibly achieve. He was world champion four times and European champion twice. In 1986 he became the first non-American to win the Hambletonian with the horse Nuclear Kosmos.  
Ulf Thoresen made a name for himself early on as a major jockey talent. At 25 he won the Norwegian championship race for the first time. Two years later he went straight to the top as both European and world champion and repeated his world championship triumph several times later. The world had discovered Ulf Thoresen, nicknaming him “Mr. Goldfinger.” His strength lay in his ability to win races with seemingly hopeless horses. But he jockeyed many star trotters over the finish line as well, one of them being the wonder horse Alm Svarten, which eventually became the horse most associated with Ulf Thoresen.  
In 1986, the golden year of Norwegian harness racing, Thoresen won the trotting world championship in the US with the Norwegian-owned Habib. Shortly prior to that, he and Nuclear Kosmos won the Hambletonian, the most prestigious race in the US, a feat matched by no other Norwegian jockey. 
The name Ulf Thoresen became known far beyond harness racing’s inner circle. He was a “yes person” and friendly toward everyone. He gave harness racing his all, including his life – many would claim – when he died in 1992 only 46 years old. In all, Ulf Thoresen won 4006 victories in Norway in addition to numerous championships abroad that haven’t been recorded in Norway. The last race Thoresen won was at Klosterskogen on 2 July 1992 with Troll Sokken. Ulf Thoresen died nine days later.
The Jarlsberg Travbane harness racing stadium was considered Ulf Thoresen’s home ground for most of his incredible career. One of Jarlsberg’s biggest races has been renamed the Ulf Thoresen Memorial, where famous jockeys from home and abroad participate to honour his memory. A full-size bronze statue of the man has also been raised, sculpted by local artist Brit Sørensen.
Immediately before his death, Ulf Thoresen donated his vast collection of worldwide trophies to Jarlsberg Travbane where it is exhibited in the stadium’s guest room named after him.  
